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Environments of Deposition
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Engineering Properties of 
Major Depositional Environments

Percent Lithology Water Content Cohesive Strength

Environment 0 25 50 80 100 Major Soil % Dry Wt. lbs/sq ft

Natural Levee CH, CL, ML, SM 18 to 83 800 to 1200

Point Bar ML, SM, SP 26 to 79 400 to 1000

Abandoned Course CH, SP ND ND

Swamp CH, CL 31 to 98 300 to 1200

Marsh PT, CH 100 to +300 150 to 300

Intradelta CH, ML, SM 24 to 132 ND

Interdistributary CH, CL 24 to 113 200 to 500

Prodelta CH 31 to 70 400 to 700

Nearshore Gulf SP Saturated 0

Beach SP Saturated 0

Substratum SP Saturated 0

Pleistocene CH, CL 20 to 50 900 to 3500

Clay Silt Sand Gravel

Organics Shell





Reach A
Slidell to Caernarvan



Reach A - General Geology
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Reach B
Braithwaite to Bohemia



Reach B – General Geology
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Reach C
Crown Point to Golden Meadow



Reach C – General Geology
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Reach D
Cutoff to Bayou du Large



Reach D – General Geology
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Reach E
Bayou du Large to Morgan City



Reach E – General Geology
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